
 
Curriculum Information – Music 

KS3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

YEAR 
7 

Introduction to 
rhythm 
 
Rhythm 
Pentatonic scale 
Singing 
Performing and 
composing in the style 
of Gamelan  

Instruments of the 
orchestra 
 
Rhythm, melody, 
fanfare composition 
Using your left hand on 
the keyboard for 
performances 
Introducing dotted 
rhythms 
Singing 

World music 
 
Rhythm on djembe 
drums 
Learning chords on the 
ukulele 

Folk music 
 
Chords, melody lines 
Scales 
History of folk music 
Listening to folk music 
 
Folk singing 

Going solo 
 
Performing chords and 
tunes 
Performing a solo 

Calypso music 
 
Performing in time with 
others 
Learning to compose 
using syncopated 
rhythms 

YEAR 
8 

Egyptian music 
 
Rhythm - djembes 
Ostinato patterns 
Singing 
Composing to a given 
scale 
Basic texture 
understanding 
Improvising rhythms 

Reggae 
 
Chords 
Introducing sharps 
Off-beat rhythms 
Singing 
 

Blues 
 
12 bar blues chord 
sequence 
Improvising using the 
blues scale 
Playing in time with 
others 
Performing more 
complex tunes  

Blues 
 
Composing a ‘Head 
Arrangement’ 
12 bar blues chord 
sequence 
Improvising using the 
blues scale 

Programme music 
 
Performing more 
complex tunes 
Understanding how 
music is used to ‘set a 
scene’ 
Knowing the difference 
between major and 
minor chords 

What makes a good 
song? 
 
Choosing between 
major and minor chords 
Performing as part of a 
group 
Composing using chord 
sequences 

YEAR 
9 

Film music 
 
Performing chords and 
tunes together 
Practising playing in 
time 
Knowing how music is 
used in film soundtracks 

Film music 
 
Composing film music to 
match a scene. 
Using major and minor 
chords and scales to 
good effect 
Using dynamics, texture 
and rhythms to add to 
the story 

Minimalism 
 
Learning riffs and 
ostinato patterns  
Understanding texture 
build up 
Composing syncopated 
riffs 

Songs from musicals 
 
Learning to play songs 
from musicals; more 
complex melody lines 
and chord sequences 
Knowing how music is 
used in stage 
productions 

History of pop 
 
Learning about the 
history of pop from the 
60s onwards 
Learning more complex 
bass lines, tunes and 
chord sequences. 
Singing. 

Dance tracks 
 
Composing using chord 
sequences. 
Understanding how 
tunes fit with chords. 
 

 

  



 
Curriculum Information – Music 

KS4 
Course Title: GCSE music Exam Board: Edexcel 

 
YEAR 10 
 Topic Knowledge Skills Assessment 
Autumn  
Term 

Killer Queen and wider listening, 
followed by Bach’s Brandenburg 
Concerto No. 5  

Understanding keys, chords, time 
signatures, tonic, sub-dominant and 
dominant, plus features of the set 
works.  

Analysing music, identifying keys and 
time signatures. 
Composing using chords that fit a 
melody line, and practising melody 
writing. 

Solo performance 
 
Binary-form composition /minimalism 
 
Small listening tasks and essay writing 

Spring 
Term 

Defying Gravity and wider listening, 
followed by Rebel Blockade from Star 
Wars Episode IV 

Features of the set works, dotted 
rhythms/semiquavers and triplets. 
Understanding the key words to 
describe texture. 

Analysing music, identifying 
instruments, key techniques in set 
works. 
 
Composing a first section of a piece of 
music. 

Solo performance 
 
Composition 1 
 
Small listening tasks and essay writing 

Summer 
Term 

Pathetique movement I by Beethoven 
and wider listening, followed by Afro 
Celt Sound System: Release 

Features of the set works, 
understanding the development of 
the piano and the orchestra. 
Understanding context of music. 

Analysing music, identifying 
instruments, key techniques in set 
works. 
 
Composing a complete piece of music 
of 1.5 minutes in length. 

Ensemble performance 
 
Composition 1: completion. 
 
Small listening tasks and essay writing 

YEAR 11 
 Topic Knowledge Skills Assessment 
Autumn  
Term 

Esperenza Spalding Samba Em 
Preludio followed by Purcell’s Music 
for a while 

Understanding the context of these 
set works, the development of 
harmony and how to identify tonality 
in music. 

Unpacking the composition brief and 
analysing pieces within the chosen 
style. 
 
Analysing music in depth, and 
comparing to unfamiliar pieces in the 
same style. 

Solo: final performance. 
 
Composition 2: sketches and first 
section. 
 
Small listening tasks and essay writing 

Spring 
Term 

Revision Revision Analysing music in depth, and 
comparing to unfamiliar pieces in the 
same style. 

Ensemble: final performance. 
 
Composition 2: completion. 

 


