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SCHOOL TRIPS 

Year 11 Geography Trip to West Wittering 

Over two days in September, year 11 Geography students travelled to 

West Wittering beach as part of their field trip studies. While there, they 

completed a transect of the beach to evaluate the effectiveness of the 

coastal management. Sketches were drawn of the salt marsh and an 

environmental quality survey (EQS) was written up of the state of the 

groynes as well as other coastal defence strategies. On returning to the 

classroom, the students plotted radar charts. This field trip supports the 

students in their preparation for Paper 3 in their GCSE Geography 

exams.  

Year 10 Hair & Beauty Trip to Salon International 

On Monday 10 October Mrs Stratton took the year 10 Hair and Beauty students to 

Salon International at The Excel in London. 

On the day we were able to visit a large selection of Hair and Beauty exhibitions. 

This event was attended by many of the top stylists and beauty therapists. The 

students had the chance to see demonstrations from many top companies and 

personalities such as Vidal Sassoon, Trevor Sorbet, Wella and Goldwell to name but a few. The trip provided 

inspirations for the students and also helped to broaden their knowledge of the hair and beauty industry. All the 

students presented themselves respectfully and seemed to have a fantastic day.  It was a pleasure to be able to 

take them.  

Mrs Stratton 



GCSE Drama Trip to National Theatre Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible” 

“The Crucible” is the set text for our GCSE Drama students, who have to 

respond to an exam question whereby they write in role and explore how 

they would stage a production, whether that might be as a director, 

performer, set, lighting, costume or sound designer. 

It’s worth remembering, just as the epilogue poignantly revealed that events 

in the play are based on true accounts at The Salem Witch Trial in 

Massachusetts, 1692. Lyndsey Turner’s beautiful production was a visual 

spectacular, not only in determining Miller’s political criticism of Senator McCarthy but was a masterclass for all 

technical elements of theatre. From the moment we stepped foot inside 

the auditorium we were captivated, as the rain fell across the whole stage 

in a calming and hypnotic way. 

As we returned on the train, I asked the students for a quick soundbite… 

“A captivating performance, the special effects were fascinating!” BH 

“A truly enchanting and awe-inspiring show with world-class actors and a 

picturesque set, all brought together by the best director.” AS 

“…an amazing cast…” MT 

“An extremely magical and immersive 

experience.” AD 

“The Crucible was a brilliant, captivating and 

marvellous tragedy which rocked my very soul. For me, the most memorable moment 

was the ending when my emotions were near to bursting.” AL 

“The whole production was wonderful; the staging really drew you in.” AW 

“Absolutely fabulous!” AH 

I have to agree. The production was simply one of the most phenomenal performances 

and productions I myself have ever seen and I am extremely delighted Aldworth School 

students were able to see and appreciate this art form in its most outstanding form. 

Miss Browning 

SCHOOL TRIPS 

SCHOOL TRIP PROCESS 

We are changing the process of signing up for school trips. In the first instance you will be asked to express an 

interest with a date given to submit this by. By doing this, you are agreeing to make the first payment by a given 

date which will be approximately a week after the expression of interest deadline. If the trip has enough interest 

and the student meets given criteria, then a place will be allocated. If the trip is oversubscribed a ballot will be held 

to confirm places. 

We will trial this system for the Cultural, Film and Media Trip to New York which will be running Feb 2024 

information will be sent shortly. If the system works, we will continue using the process. 

Mrs Poulton 



COMPETITIONS 
European Day of Languages 

On Monday 26 September the Modern Foreign Languages Department held our 

annual celebration of foreign languages. Tutor groups took part in a quiz to test 

their knowledge of a variety of languages and the MFL Bake Off took place. 

Students were invited to bake a foreign dish or make a tasty baked treat to 

represent the European Day of Languages.  

As you can see, we had some amazing entries and we were incredibly proud of the 

students who took the time to bake for us. Gabriella (Year 8 ) and Bay (Year 8 ) 

were selected as winners for their amazing cake entries. Congratulations also to our 

runners up Oscar (Year 9), Sophie (Year 7) and Andrew (Year 10) - you are all Star 

Bakers in our eyes! 

Mrs Richardson 

Year 7 Summer Project 

Over the summer our Year 7s were lucky enough to receive a copy of 

The Girl Who Speaks Bear to read in preparation for our first scheme of 

work in September. Pupils were also provided with a summer project 

booklet to complete with their reading and were able to use this in their 

lessons. Teachers have rewarded every pupil who completed the 

summer booklet and then as a department we have rewarded three 

pupils across all classes who 

went above and beyond when 

completing their booklets. Our 

winners are: Sophie, Maraya 

and Shaniyah.  

Congratulations and we hope 

you enjoy spending your 

Waterstones vouchers on new 

books! 

Miss Green 



POLICE CADETS 
Mrs Williams got the students to create avatars of themselves and asked others to write on them what connections 

they had to each other. It was a warm-hearted activity that the students thoroughly enjoyed and should be 

celebrated with parents and the wider school community. 

Mrs Williams & Mrs Fitzgerald 



COLLEGE APPLICATIONS AND CV WORKSHOPS EVENINGS 

If you need help with applying for college or putting a CV together, please see below the dates to attend. All 

workshops will be after school 3-4pm in JM3 opposite the Year 11 Zone. 

1 Nov – QMC applications only (Representatives from QMC in attendance) 

8 Nov -  BCOT applications only (Representatives from BCOT in attendance) 

15 Nov – All college applications, CV’s and general statements 

21 Nov - QMC applications only (Representatives from QMC in attendance) 

29 Nov - All college applications, CV’s and general statements 

6 Dec - All college applications, CV’s and general statements 

12 Dec – Peter Symonds deadline  

31 Dec – QMC and BCOT deadline 

CAREERS 
It has been an exciting half term for year 10's and 11’s for their careers 

learning. This half term, year 10 and 11 students have heard from four local 

colleges, QMC, BCOT, Peter Symonds and Sparsholt. Each college held an 

assembly and it was exciting for the students to hear about the options 

available to them after Aldworth School. One student, Aaron Johnson in year 

11, commented 'They were inspiring, they make me want to go to college. 

Each and every one was different and had fantastic things to offer'. In 

addition, they also got to hear from a representative from ASK 

apprenticeships, whom shared clear guidance on graduate apprenticeships. 

This was followed by some 1:1 appointments and a drop-in session at break 

and lunchtime, which many students attended. It is great to see and hear 

from the students about their future ambitions.   

In addition to this, we began our college workshop sessions for year 11 

students, the first of these was for those students applying for BCOT. Erin 

from BCOT kindly came in to offer advice and by the time those students left, 

they had all been successful in applying to BCOT. These sessions continue 

after the half term and the schedule can be found within this newsletter. 

Next term begins our Chat Career mornings, held between 8.30-9.00am. This 

is an exciting opportunity for your child to hear from people working in all 

different professions. The first of these talks is on the 8 November and we 

will be hosted by a practicing barrister. These events have limited spaces and 

with only a few left, get your child signed up quickly. Keep checking the 

parents' bulletins and the Facebook page to hear about the other 

opportunities next term.  

Having read about our updated careers programme if you or your company 

feel they could help the school in regards to promoting careers education or 

you would like to come and chat about your profession, please do get in contact to ssmyth@aldworth.hants.sch.uk.  

Mrs Smyth 



 

Thu 10 November Prize Giving and Certificate 

Mon 14 November Year 11 Mock Exams 

Thu 1 December Year 9 Interim Reviews to 

Tue 13 December Christmas Concert 

Thu 15 December Year 10 Interim Reviews to 

Mon 19 December Christmas Holiday 

Charity Event for Black History Month 

Today we held a non-uniform day at Aldworth in aid of 

the Show Racism the Red Card charity.  Staff and 

students were encouraged to wear red in order to show 

their support for the cause.  Donations for non-uniform 

day were made to Show Racism the Red Card along with 

lots of lovely fundraising activities.   

You can find out all about the amazing work the charity 

does in fighting racism in society by visiting the website 

here: https://www.theredcard.org/home 

ANTIBULLYING AMBASSADORS 

The Diana Award was founded on Diana, Princess of Wales’ belief that 

YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE THE WORLD 

Students at Aldworth are working with the Diana Award to increase awareness of 

bullying and work towards eradicating it in their school. 

20 Students across Years 7-10 have trained to become student Anti Bullying 

Ambassadors and are now working on planning their first campaign. They have 

chosen to work on Respect as their first project. 

The Diana Award sponsored by facebook are supporting students and staff in the school in their efforts. 

The Diana Award EXISTs to empower young people to make that positive change. We do this by 

UNLOCKING POTENTIAL 

With support, guidance and opportunities every young person can reach their full potential, ensuring no young 

person is left out or left behind. 

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES 

Young people deserve a seat at the table to shape decisions about our shared future. Their voice enriches decision-

making and inspires us all to do more and do better. 

INSPIRING ACTION 

With the right support and advocacy, young people have the passion, energy and insight to lead the change they 

want to see, for themselves, their communities and the world around them 

Mrs Pearce 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
This term has been very busy with the department 

running over 20 clubs a week as well as a good 

number of fixtures that have taken place. It has been 

excellent to see so many students across the year 

groups coming to clubs and representing the school in 

one or more of our teams. I would like to see this 

continue and increase next term.  So, where have our 

successes been? 

It would be wrong not to start off with our U16 Boys 

football team who have made it into the 3rd round of 

the ESFA schools cup with a stunning victory on 

penalties after coming back from 2-1 in the last 

minute. They also saw victory in a friendly against 

Costello this week and should be brimming with 

confidence for their next round against Mountbatten 

School, Romsey in mid-November. 

 

The U15 football  team have started the year in 

fantastic form, they ran out 4-1 winners against Bishop 

Challoner in the Basingstoke Schools Cup. There are 

more fixtures scheduled for them soon. 

The Key Stage 4 football teams are also very lucky to 

have use of a brand new ball launcher machine for 

their training sessions thanks to an incredible 

investment by one of our members of staff. It has 

already been enjoyed by some of our teams is proving 

very useful.  

 

We have had mixed success in KS3 football. Year 7 

sadly lost their first game in the ESFA schools Cup, but 

Year 8 have won one and lost one, but there is 

definitely reason to be confident about their 

progression. 

The U16 netball team has also enjoyed some success 

so far this season, with a record of one win, 1 draw 

and one defeat. This is made more impressive by the 

fact that most of the team are playing up a year and 

yet they are still being highly competitive. I am very 

much looking forward to how much they progress as a 

team next year. 

 

 



We have also seen fixtures for our U16 basketball team 

and there will be at least another 4 in the lead up to 

Christmas, I am very much looking forward to working 

with them to see how they gel as a team over the 

coming weeks. 

It has been really pleasing to see such a high number 

of students attending our clubs, attendance has been 

markedly higher this year in comparison to last. 

Trampolining in particular has proven very popular with 

over 21 students attending every single week. 

Fitness before and after-school is also proving a lot 

more popular which is great to see and Mr Crossan is 

building numbers in KS3 Rugby. So, things are looking 

good, but as always, we want to see more students 

participating in our clubs and we hope to see you 

joining us next term. 

In school time, we also had use of a Batak machine in 

mid-September; this was supposed to be in school for 

Sports Day back in July which sadly had to be 

cancelled due to the extreme heat. However, many 

classes got to enjoy trying the reaction time challenge 

and some really good scores were achieved.  

 

Finally, the Autumn Term 2 extra-curricular timetable 

will be released soon, so please keep an eye out for 

that. 

Mr Voce 

CAMHS Mental Health Workshop  

On Tuesday 11 October, 10 KS4 students attended a CAMHS mental health workshop. Students were able to explore 

themes of mental health and took part in a Q&A panel with school teachers, CAMHS workers and parents who have 

been affected by suicide. The day was extremely thought provoking and our students showed real maturity whilst 

discussing difficult topics. The students have now been trained to become Mental Health advocates for our school 

and will start to support some of our KS3 students who might need someone to talk to. The Mental Health 

advocates were straight to work last week, and they managed to raise £35 for Young Minds through a bake sale. 

Well done to our Mental Health advocates!  

Abbie who has now trained as a Mental Health advocate explains why it is so important to look after our mental 

health...  

“Having been given support for my own mental health, I find myself also wanting to help others that are struggling, 

who either are not getting the help they need and deserve, or are too scared to speak up and ask. It is so important 

to take care of your mental health. No matter how much you value yourself, I can guarantee that there are people 

out there, that value you way more than you value yourself”. 

Miss Davies 



Our Senior Students 

We have a fantastic team of 30 senior students in Year 11 who have all applied to work to support specific areas of 

the school. This term, they have led assemblies on tackling racism, helped to promote extra-curricular clubs, led 

discussions and supported students in all year groups in our Talkaround event (student voice), promoted awareness 

of mental health week and suicide prevention, undertaken training as Allies and anti-bullying peer mentors and have 

led parent tours at Open Evening. 

When asked what they love about Aldworth school, some of their comments included: 

'I love the variety of lessons that are offered for GCSE options, 

especially ones that are only briefly touched on pre-GCSE such 

as media and business studies. I love the freedom the school 

allows students when choosing their options, instead of 

restricting them to subjects that have been deemed important 

but might not actually help some people achieve what they 

want to in life'. 

'My tutor is very supportive of me, my 

hopes for the future and my wellbeing. 

As well as being very passionate about 

topics such as mental health and 

equality overall'. 

'I love the amount of time and effort teachers put in 

to strengthen their relationships with the students. I 

love that students feel that they can go to a teacher 

with problems or to share successes and not be 

judged or affected in class'. 

'Personally, I most appreciate the teachers 

and am very thankful for the relationships 

I have created with them. I feel that most 

teachers make me feel appreciated, and 

truly want me to achieve great things in 

my academic life. I also feel that the 

school environment helps me to be 

productive, and just has a nice feel to it'. 

'Teachers have a much better 

control over the class and have 

properly got stuck into wanting to 

improve the behaviour amongst 

students which in turn has 

improved hugely since year 7' 

'I love the canteen 

staff, they are lovely 

women and really 

brighten my day' 

'I was the only person that came to 

Aldworth from my previous school and 

Aldworth made me gain a lot of 

confidence and helped me find friends due 

to the friendly environment'. 

Our senior students will continue their duties until Easter and will then retire to focus on their examinations. 

Applications will open to Year 10 students in March. 

Mrs Griffiths 

Curriculum Evenings 

Thank you to all parents who were able to attend the Curriculum Evenings, the 

presentations can be found on our website. 

www.aldworth.hants.sch.uk/parents/letters-home/ 

Mrs Poulton 



Well done Aldworth - another great Open Evening 

Well done Aldworth School, absolutely brilliant 

few hours spent in your company! Our year 6 

child cannot wait to start at your school!  

Over the last few weeks, we have hosted a number of open events for prospective families. The students have 

been an absolute credit to themselves and the feedback from parents has been overwhelmingly positive. 

During Open Evening it was noted by visitors that the students were knowledgeable, confident and passionate. 

There was a vibrant energy in all department, thank you to all the students who contributed to the evening 

from speeches to hundreds of people to handing out crickets to eat from Geography.  

The Open Morning and Parent Tours provided an opportunity to see the school on a normal and typical day. It 

was an absolute pleasure to show parents the focused classrooms and calm atmosphere. Visitors were very 

impressed and commented on the relationships between staff and students; the respect demonstrated by 

students; the concentration and confidence in all classrooms and the quiet environment around school. We are 

very proud of the school and all students.  

OPEN EVENTS 



It was a really good evening - reinforcing our positive opinions 

about the school and our year 8 son’s experiences so far and 

adding to our year 6 daughter’s excitement about the next step 

for her - she left saying she’d like to join you tomorrow   

Thanks to the pupils and teachers for being so welcoming  

With our son joining you during lockdown it was 

lovely, as a parent, to see the school in action  


