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* In the year ahead, students in Year 8 should strive to be both successful and ambitious 
in their learning

* We will help them prepare for the ever changing world of work through the 
development of soft skills and character  

* We will encourage student engagement in extra-curricular provision and representation 
of the school in the wider community

* Celebrating each other’s successes and through this develop nurture and self-belief

* We will be positive role models for our younger community through the use of kindness 
and consideration to peers, staff and self 



Mrs Poulton 
Deputy Headteacher 



Assessment and 
Reporting 









Year 8 Key Dates 

Interim Review to parents 2nd February 2023

Parents Evening 15th June 2023



Mrs Griffiths 
Assistant Headteacher
Curriculum Leader – English  



English Language 
and Literature 

Curriculum



The programme of study:

8

Year 9 
and 
beyond.

Gothic horrorThe Monkey’s 
paw

Non-fiction viewpoint 
writing

War poetry
Letter writing

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream

English language 
unit 



How will we prepare the students?

• Rigorous and regular assessment
• Walking, talking mocks
• Model answers – I, we, you
• Targeted intervention



How can you help your child 
achieve exam success?

Ensure homework is completed
Read together (non-fiction & fiction)
Talk about what you have read
Encourage them to read from the recommended 

reading list
Quiz them on what they have read: ask them to 

summarise the plot or tell you about a character
Talk about the use of language on TV as you watch
Discuss current affairs and debate issues
Encourage use of formal English where possible



By the end of the 
year , student ‘A’ 
will have read the 
equivalent of 60 
whole school days, 
student ‘B’ will have 
read only 12 school 
days. 



Mrs Goldsworthy 
Assistant Headteacher
Curriculum Leader – Maths  



Maths Curriculum





What  you can do

•Ensure homework is complete

•Discuss things they have learnt









Calculator
• We recommend the Casio fx-83G

• Others are available, but may work slightly 
different or not have all the same functions



Mr Cox 
Curriculum Leader – Science  



Science Curriculum



Year 8 Science
Tonight we will very quickly cover
 A quick overview of the Science course in year 8
 How you can support your student



Year 8 Science

• Students study a modular KS3 course from year 7 through year 8.

• They cover all three Sciences and rotate through topics.

• Students are set, but the content covered is similar for all and so 
movement between sets is very possible.



Supporting your child in year 8 Science

• Ask what topic they are studying!

• Ask them about homework.

• Have a look in their books and quiz them on a topic.

• Make use of online resources
 BBC Bitesize
 Oak National Academy

+ Support their Maths and English work



Mrs Griffiths 
Assistant Headteacher
Personal Development



What is cultural capital?



Cultural capital – a definition:

• ‘Cultural capital’ refers  to a person’s level of 
knowledge on a wide range of topics and their ability 
to discuss those topics. It is developed through 
exposure to information and experiences. It is 
demonstrated when appropriately used in social 
situations, such as:  job interviews, conversations  
(especially, with people in positions of power), and 
building personal and professional networks.



Why is cultural capital so important?

Only 1 in 5
students say that the school 
curriculum helps them ‘a lot’ 
with the development of life 

skills.
(Sutton Trust, Life Lessons Report, 2017)

92%
of executives say that soft skills 

are equally as important as 
technical skills.

(LinkedIn, Workplace Learning Report, 2018)

1/4
of employers have difficulty filling 

entry-level vacancies because 
applicants lack ‘soft skills’.

(Deloitte, Soft Skills for Business Success 
Report, 2017)









Mrs Smyth 
Careers and PHSE Lead 



Careers



CAREERS AT ALDWORTH 

86-88 Years old 
Average age of men 
and women in the UK

September 
after your 4th

birthday 
Start 
primary 
school.

Aged 10/11 
finish 
primary 
and Start 
secondar
y school.

AGED 15/16
Finish 
secondary 
school

Aged 15/16
Start 
further 
educatio
n at least 
2 years

Aged 17/18
Complete 
college (If 
chosen route)

64-66 
Current age of state 
pension. 

Aged 21-23 
finish 
education. 

Working life

23-64 (41 years)



Vision:

Our vision is to ensure that all pupils at Aldworth have and are able to identify the skills and 
experiences that they have received at school to benefit them in their next stage beyond school. With 
an ever-changing careers platform, we hope that all pupils will strive to achieve to the best of their 
ability ensuring that many doors are open to them, in order to ‘Build a Brighter Future’. In KS3 pupils 
will use the skills builder programme to aid them and then move on to build their CV's and personal 
statements with the Start programme in KS4.

We strive to ensure that students with special educational needs and disabilities, or those from 
disadvantaged groups, can aspire to and obtain any career equal to their peers. We will challenge 
perceptions and raise aspirations so that subject and career choices are free from gender bias and 
students know how to look beyond their immediate environment to explore new and exciting 
possibilities.



Skills Builder 

https://hub.skillsbuilder.org/training-area/essential-skills-learners-aged-11-16/


Other opportunities

Army days
Love subject afternoon 
‘Chat Career’ mornings
Access to resources in the library 

Chat Careers mornings.
Year 11 Zone 
Opposite JM3







Year 9 Curriculum Evening 



Mr Rice 
Headteacher 



Mrs Hornby 
Head of Year 



For learning, for the school, for their future

To achieve their very best

Towards their short and long term goals



AMBITIOUS

- Be the best they can 
be 

- Achieve their FULL 
potential

INCLUSIVE

- Respect themself 
and others at all 
times

- Embrace differences 

COMMUNITY

- Involve themself in 
school life

- Represent the school 
at all times 



Mrs Poulton 
Deputy Headteacher 



Assessment and 
Reporting 









Year 9 Key Dates 

Interim Review to parents 1st December 2022

Options Evening 8th February 2023

Parents Evening 23rd February 2023

Interim Review to parents 25th May 2023

Year 9 Graduation 13th July 2023



Mrs Griffiths 
Assistant Headteacher
Curriculum Leader – English  



English Language 
and Literature 

Curriculum



The programme of study:

9

GCSE and 
beyond.

Of Mice and MenAnil

Romeo and JulietUnseen poetry

Narrative and 
descriptive writing

English language 
unit 



How will we prepare the students?

• Rigorous and regular assessment
• Walking, talking mocks
• Model answers – I, we, you
• Targeted intervention



How can you help your child 
achieve exam success?

Ensure homework is completed
Read together (non-fiction & fiction)
Talk about what you have read
Encourage them to read from the recommended 

reading list
Quiz them on what they have read: ask them to 

summarise the plot or tell you about a character
Talk about the use of language on TV as you watch
Discuss current affairs and debate issues
Encourage use of formal English where possible



By the end of the 
year , student ‘A’ 
will have read the 
equivalent of 60 
whole school days, 
student ‘B’ will have 
read only 12 school 
days. 



Mrs Goldsworthy 
Assistant Headteacher
Curriculum Leader – Maths  



Maths Curriculum





What  you can do

• Ensure homework is complete
• Discuss things they have learnt









Calculator
• We recommend the Casio fx-83G

• Others are available, but may work slightly 
different or not have all the same functions



Mr Cox 
Curriculum Leader – Science  



Science Curriculum



Year 9 Science (GCSE)
Tonight we will very quickly cover
 An overview of the Science course
 What changes going into year 10
 How you can support your student



Year 9 Science

• Students are currently studying a “Getting ready for GCSE” scheme. 

• They start their actual GCSE course at half term!

• In year 9 students have four periods of Science a week and rotate 
through topics - so they study Biology, Chemistry and Physics but not a 
the same time.

• At the end of year 9 some students may have the option of opting to 
study the separate Science course.



What changes in year 10?

• Students will either be on the Trilogy (combined) course or the 
Separate Sciences course.

• Regardless of which course in years 10 and 11, they are taught the 
three sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) independently by 
specialist teachers.

• They will have 6 periods of Science a week, 2 for each Science.



Supporting your child in year 9 Science

• Ask what topic they are studying!

• Have a look in their books and quiz them on a topic.

• Make use of online resources
 BBC Bitesize (KS4)
 Oak National Academy
 Primrose Kitten (You-tuber)

+ Support their Maths and English work



Supporting your child –
Resources for GCSE

Revision guides
Available for purchase 
in school.

Work books
• Practice questions

http://www.bebingtonhigh.com/science.html
https://www.waterstones.com/book/new-grade-9-1-gcse-combined-science-aqa-exam-practice-workbook-higher/cgp-books/cgp-books/9781782944850


Mrs Griffiths 
Assistant Headteacher
Personal Development



What is cultural capital?



Cultural capital – a definition:

• ‘Cultural capital’ refers  to a person’s level of 
knowledge on a wide range of topics and their ability 
to discuss those topics. It is developed through 
exposure to information and experiences. It is 
demonstrated when appropriately used in social 
situations, such as:  job interviews, conversations  
(especially, with people in positions of power), and 
building personal and professional networks.



Why is cultural capital so important?

Only 1 in 5
students say that the school 
curriculum helps them ‘a lot’ 
with the development of life 

skills.
(Sutton Trust, Life Lessons Report, 2017)

92%
of executives say that soft skills 

are equally as important as 
technical skills.

(LinkedIn, Workplace Learning Report, 2018)

1/4
of employers have difficulty filling 

entry-level vacancies because 
applicants lack ‘soft skills’.

(Deloitte, Soft Skills for Business Success 
Report, 2017)









Mrs Smyth 
Careers and PHSE Lead 



Careers



CAREERS AT ALDWORTH 

86-88 Years old 
Average age of men 
and women in the UK

September 
after your 4th

birthday 
Start 
primary 
school.

Aged 10/11 
finish 
primary 
and Start 
secondar
y school.

AGED 15/16
Finish 
secondary 
school

Aged 15/16
Start 
further 
educatio
n at least 
2 years

Aged 17/18
Complete 
college (If 
chosen route)

64-66 
Current age of state 
pension. 

Aged 21-23 
finish 
education. 

Working life

23-64 (41 years)



Vision:
Our vision is to ensure that all pupils at Aldworth have and are able to identify the skills and 
experiences that they have received at school to benefit them in their next stage beyond school. With 
an ever-changing careers platform, we hope that all pupils will strive to achieve to the best of their 
ability ensuring that many doors are open to them, in order to ‘Build a Brighter Future’. In KS3 pupils 
will use the skills builder programme to aid them and then move on to build their CV's and personal 
statements with the Start programme in KS4.

We strive to ensure that students with special educational needs and disabilities, or those from 
disadvantaged groups, can aspire to and obtain any career equal to their peers. We will challenge 
perceptions and raise aspirations so that subject and career choices are free from gender bias and 
students know how to look beyond their immediate environment to explore new and exciting 
possibilities.



Skills Builder 

https://hub.skillsbuilder.org/training-area/essential-skills-learners-aged-11-16/


Other opportunities

Army days
Love subject afternoon 
‘Chat Career’ mornings
Access to resources in the library 

Chat Careers mornings.
Year 11 Zone 
Opposite JM3
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